THE  BATTLE  OF. FLANDERS                     6l
The Belgian Cabinet meets in France and approves a decree
declaring that "in the name of the Belgian people, in pursu-
ance of Article 32 of the Constitution, and in view of the fact
that the King is in the power of the invader ... it is impos-
sible for the King to reign."
The French Government sends a note to Rome asking for
negotiations on outstanding differences, and hinting that it is
prepared to go very far to give satisfaction. Mobilization of
the Italian Army continues, with 1,500,000 to 1,800,000' men
now believed to be under arms.
German civil rule is established in the Netherlands under
Dr. Seyss-Inquart, one of the Austrian Ministers who helped
arrange their country's annexation to the Reich.
MAY 31
The evacuation of the British forces from Dunkerque con-
tinues, with fog aiding the embarkation. London estimates
that three-quarters of the British Expeditionary Force have so
far been safely evacuated. The German High Command an-
nounces that the Flanders and Artois campaigns are virtually
over, releasing the German troops in that area "for other
tasks." The stage is being set for the second phase of the Battle
for France.
The Allied Supreme War Council meets in Paris. Britain
is represented by Mr. Churchill, Mr. Attlee, General Dill and
others, and France by M. Reynaud, Marshal P&ain, General
Weygand and others.
The Belgian Parliament meets at Limoges, France, and